Napier

Napier, Sir Francis, Ninth Baron Na-
pier, and First Baron Ettrick of Ettrick

(1819-98), British diplomat, was appointed
Envoy-Extraordinary to the United States
(1857). He was subsequently governor of
Madras (1866-72) and administered that
office with great ability and tact. Upon the
assassination of the Earl of Mayo, he acted
as Viceroy of India, from February to May
1872, when he retired to England.

Napier, John (1550-1617), Scottish math-
ematician. His chief claim to fame rests on
his discovery, after long study, of the use
of logarithms, involving the use of 'Napier's
rods' or 'bones,' one of the earliest mechanical
calculating devices.

Napier, Robert Cornells, Lord Napier
of Magdala (1810-90), British field-marshal.
He distinguished himself during the Indian
Mutiny, particularly by his work in the re-
lief of Lucknow. He headed a successful ex-
pedition to Abyssinia in 1868, where his
storming of Magdala won for him, a peerage.
From 1870 to 1876 he was commander-in-
chief in India, and from 1876 to 1883 was
governor of Gibraltar.

Naples, seaport and largest city of Italy,
capital of the province of Naples, is beauti-
fully situated at the foot of a circle of hUls
on the north side of the Bay of Naples; p.
925,000. Across the bay to the s. is the island
of Capri, while to the w. are the ruins of
Cumae, the oldest Greek colony in Italy.
To the s.e. are the remains of Pompeii,
while towering over the whole is Mount
Vesuvius, the pride and terror of the city.
Other nearby places of interest are Sorrento,
Amalfi, -Salerno, Ischia, and Paestum. The
famous Aquarium is one of the finest estab-
lishments in the world for the study of acqua-
tic flora and fauna, and the national mu-
seum, one of the largest and finest mu-
seums of antiquities in the world. Here are
many objects from Herculaneum and Pom-
peii, and a choice collection of mosaics
and paintings. The whole region is still rich
in archaeological remains, most of which be-
come the property of the museum. In the city
are many impressive churches and old build-
ings. Nearby to the s.w., is the University.
Naples is an important manufacturing and
commercial center, and the chief port of em-
barkation for emigrants. Its harbor is mod-
ern and spacious, and it has direct communi-
cation with all parts of the world. Founded
very early by Rhodian navigators under the
name of Parthenope, it was seized by- the
Romans in 326 B.C., and early became a cen-
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ter of learning as well as a favorite summer
resort. After having been incorporated with
the eastern Empire, it became a duchy in 572,
In 1139 it was made the capital of the King-
dom of Naples. The French took it hi 1501,
and the Spaniards two years later. It was
captured by the Austrians in 1707, submitted

o Don Carlos in 1734, and became the cap-
tal of the French Parthenopean Republic in
1799. Joseph Bonaparte resided here as king
Tom 1806 to 1808, when he was succeeded by
Joachim Murat, and Ferdinand iv. The rule
of the Bourbons ended with the entrance of

Garibaldi, in 1860.

Napoleon I. (1769-1821), emperor of the
French, was born in Ajactio, Corsica, Aug-
15, 1769, son of Carlo Maria de Buonaparte
(Bonaparte), whose ancestors had migrated
"rom Italy two centuries earlier. He was sta-

Napoleon Bonaparte.

tioned in Valence until 1791; was in Paris
during the insurrection of June 20,1792, and
witnessed the overthrow of the monarchy on
August 10. He was entrusted by Barras with
the task of suppressing the rising of Paris. He
Luet Josephine Beauharnais, to whom he was
married March 9, 1796. On March n, 1796
Napoleon started on his Italian campaign
which ended in the peace of Campo Formio
(Oct. 17, 1797), inaugurating the policy of